By OsservER STAFF 
Baseball warming 


up as Season 


progresses 

The NECC baseball team is 
catching fire as they head into the 
middle of the season. 

They swept Quinsigamond 
and Bunker Hill over the course 
of a weekend, scoring 38 runs 
over four games. 


Continued on page 10 


Big Idea Business 
Plan Competition 


taking applications 
NECC’s fifth annual Big Idea 
Business Plan Competition is 
now taking applications! 
The students who apply all 
battle for scholarships ranging 
from $400 to $1000. 


Continued on page 7 


FAFSA applications 
still going, May 1 is 
priority deadline 


The Free Application for Fed- 
eral Student Aid is still underway. 
Students can apply at http://www. 
fafsa.gov and apply for financial 
aid for NECC or any other school 
they are thinking of attending. 


Continued on page 4 


Review: Top Notch 
Players give solid 


performance 

TNP put on a showing “How 
the Other Half Loves” by Alan 
Ayckbourn. 

The Top Notch Players again 
outdid themselves. For a review 
on the play, check out page six. 


Scholarship 
application deadline 
approaches 


For students who want to ap- 
ply for scholarships, the deadline 
is rapidly approaching. 

The deadline for returning stu- 
dent scholarships is April 11 and 
the deadline for April 30. 

For more information, head to 
http://www.necc.mass.edu/schol- 
arships 


NECC visits 
Peabody Essex 


Students head to 


museum on school 


field trip 
By Kim Wotrinc 
Correspondent 

On Friday, March 14, more 
than 40 students from NECC at- 
tended the annual spring field trip 
to the Peabody Essex Museum. 
The big yellow school bus de- 
parted from the Tech Center park- 
ing lot at 9 a.m. and arrived at 
the museum an hour later where 
students divided into four groups 
and were taken on a guided tour 
through the museum by members 
of the museum staff. 

This trip is one of many co- 
ordinated by Stephen Russell, 
Ph.D., Associate Professor, De- 
partment of History, Govern- 
ment, Philosophy and Econom- 
ics at NECC. The trip is open to 
students in his history classes as 
well as students participating in 
the learning community. 

In previous years, students 
were assigned the task of' visiting 
this museum on their own, but 
around 2009, Russell received 
funding from the school to cov- 
er this trip as part of the learning 
community curriculum and later 
extended the invitation to the stu- 
dents in other classes. 

The school’s willingness to 
fund this trip, and others like it, 
is consistent with its mission 
statement which declares, “We 
are committed to fully engaging 


our students as active learners by _ 


providing a diverse range of edu- 
cational experiences.” 

This year, students were in- 
troduced to exhibits such as the 
museum’s collection of Chinese 
export art and the Yin Yung Tang 
house. 

“It matches up very nicely 
with the work we do comparing 
civilizations,” Russell said. 

Russell stated that sometimes 
not only is this a student’s first 
trip the Peabody Essex museum, 
but it is their first trip to any mu- 
seum. 

“The best part of this job is 
getting to watch your students 
discover new things,” said Rus- 
sell. 

Professor Barbara  Stach- 
niewicz, who was also in atten- 
dance, recalled a previous trip 
when two women were moved 


to tears by a realistic exhibit de- 
picting a man holding his wife in 
their last moments of life because, 
as they pointed out, talking about 
something in class is one thing, 
but actually seeing it up close like 
that makes it seem more real. 

“That’s right,” said Russell. 
“The art gives you a different re- 
ality than the text.” 

Katherine Bromm is an NECC 
double major in General Studies 
and Medical Office Assisting. 
She takes Russell’s World Civi- 
lization’s class and attended the 
field trip. 

Although Bromm has been to 
the museum once before, she said 
that she found plenty of things to 
see that interested her. She really 
enjoyed the trip and would defi- 
nitely recommend it to a friend. 

Russell and Stachniewicz 
agreed that they never get bored 


going to the same museum year, 


after year because the different 
tour guides know different things, 
so there is always some new in- 
formation that they never heard 
before. 

“They are all so knowledge- 
able and take their jobs very seri- 
ously,” said Stachniewicz. “This 
is really a labor of love for them.” 

Established in 1799, the muse- 
um is located at 161 Essex St. in 
Salem, Mass. and features an “un- 
rivaled spectrum of New England 
art, architecture and maritime art 
in addition to outstanding Asian, 
Asian export, Native American, 
Oceanic and photography collec- 
tion,” according to their informa- 
tional brochure. 

In addition to having many in- 
teresting exhibits for adults, there 
is an interactive Art and Nature 
section for children, where ad- 
mission is free. 

Admission for adults is only 
$18, and the museum offers dis- 
counts for students, seniors and 
AAA members and “too many 
discounts to list” according to the 
information desk, making it af- 
fordable for almost anyone. 

Lunch and snacks are avail- 
able in the café and there is a mu- 
seum shop filled with souvenirs. 

For More information regard- 
ing the Learning Community or 
the classes offered by these pro- 
fessors, students can contact their 
advisors. More information can 
be found regarding the museum 
at www.PEM.com. 
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Photo by Kim Whiting 
NECC students went to visit the Peabody Essex Museum 
on March 14. 
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Editorial 


Lifestyle changes necessary toward finals 


Focusing on school work is the 
right decision. With finals rapidly 
approaching -- we’re less than a 
month away from the start -- it’s 
time to pay attention and focus on 
our studies. 

For most, their normal course 
schedule and their preparations 
for finals are generally the same. 
Show up, do the homework, par- 
ticipate in class and do what’s ex- 
pected of you. 

There’s the other group of peo- 
ple that need to filter out things in 
their lives to make that more of 
a reality. Maybe they’re active in 
school and forgot where the line 
was between necessary and op- 
tional. 

Most students balance much 
more than just schoolwork as 
well. Many have families they 
provide for, work that depends on 
them or a loved one who needs 
_ attention. In many of those cases, 
that may take priority. It may not. 

The biggest thing a student 
can do right now, before the 
whirlwind of finals, is go through 
and see what is necessary and see 
what is optional. 

Don’t cut people out of your 
life just because things start to get 


hard. This is the time that every- 
one will need an anchor, someone 
to support them. 

Many students are deciding 
what schools they will be moving 
on to, as well. They will undoubt- 
edly leave friends and family be- 
hind. It’s important to note that 
making a decision about school 
needs to be one that is right for 
you. 

Things are going to change. 
You can decide which side of 
the fence you sit on now. Do you 
want to adapt and grab the chang- 
es as they come, or let your mind 
be unnecessarily weighted by 
decisions that could have been 
made earlier? 

We’ve gone this far already. 
It’s time now to see where we’re 
going to end up, which side of the 
fence we want to play on. 

Only when we truly know 
what we want can we begin to 
take steps to make decisions that 
benefit us. 

Our priorities may destroy 
relationships in the process. You 
may need to decide to put studies 
ahead of parties for a month. 

If anything, make sure you de- 
cide for you, and no one else. 
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How are you enjoying 


Positively euphoric. 


PAUL KELLY 
Philosophy 


It’s better than snow. 


ESTHER NIEVES 
Communications 


the nice weather? 


Superbly suntastic. I love it. Thank God, I 


hate winter. 


SAMANTHA WHEATLEY 
Theater 


Co.Lin DUDGEON 
Political Science 


y. & 
I love it. So far, it’s go- It’s fine. I like it. 
ing to be a nice spring. 
TAD Prerre-Louis 
Computer Engineering 


HECTEPHANY JEREZ 
Theater 
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Minimum 
wage is no joke 


By ASHLEE FERRANTE 
Opinion Editor 

Little help with pay 
makes for a difficult 
living 

Working alone can be stress- 
ful, but working and going to 
school full-time can be extremely 
hard, especially when minimum 
wage jobs barely pay the bills. 
Trying to get an education these 
days isn’t cheap, but by attending 
NECC, students save a lot more 
money than they would be if they 
were attending a four year school. 

With the minimum wage in 
Massachusetts starting at $8, 
some students are living pay- 
check to paycheck. I remember 
saying to myself when I was little 
that I just wanted to grow up. I 
wish I knew all the responsibili- 
ties that come with being an adult 
back then. 

This past Wednesday, the Mas- 
sachusetts House approved a bill 
that would increase the minimum 
wage to $10.50 over the next two 
years. This news benefits me as a 
minimum wage worker and other 
students as well. The new legisla- 
tion will also provide protection 


is the time to register for your fall classes 


and standards for nannies and 
other domestic workers. 

The vote passed 123-24. The 
vote was approved by many 
Democrats but opposed by many 
Republicans . This doesn’t come 
as a surprise to me. I have never 
been a fan of Republicans. Being 
a part of the Democratic party, I 
feel like we work hard for what 
we get and Republicans get ev- 
erything handed to them. 

I think that $12.00 is a rea- 
sonable rate for minimum wage. 
I hope that over the next decade, 
minimum wage keeps increasing, 
and I am happy with the current 
planned increase. The last time 
Massachusetts increased its mini- 
mum wage was back in 2008. For 
those of you’that are waiters, the 
house bill would increase from 
$2.63 an hour to $3.75. A senate 
bill would increase it to $5.50 
over the next three years. 

The house bill now has been 
sent to the senate who will final- 
ize a decision to send the bill to 
Governor Deval Patrick for ap- 
proval. 

Many would benefit from a 
raise in minimum wage, and it 
would make the stress of support- 
ing ourselves through college a 
little easier. 


How to survive life 


By EVERSON TAVERAS 
Features Editor 

There’s a time in each of our 
lives when we have to decide to 
either stand up or to step down; 
the latter used strategically to 
bide time. In such difficult mo- 
ments, making the right decision 
is key, though that’s easier said 
than done. I mean, who wants to 
keep struggling when they can 
just easily quit. Sure, the prob- 
lem may persist, and it may even 
worsen with time if not dealt 
with. But at least for now, you 
have those few precious moments 
and the satisfaction of accepting 
disappointment to savor at your 
own leisure. It may not change 
or better your situation, but that’s 
all right. It?1l do in the meantime 
to help you breathe once more in 
that dark well of hopelessness, 
where many of us try, to no avail, 
to wait for the new day that never 
appears to arrive in that moment 
we need it the most. 

Listen, I’m totally with you 
on this, all right. I don’t like suf- 
fering any more than the next 
person (if and when they are 
averse to it and not imposing it 
on others). On the other hand, I 
understand its importance, how, 
like raw denim worn over time, it 
builds character. So things didn’t 
work as planned. You got a C- on 
that Biology paper instead of the 


B+ you thought you would earn 
with the four, excruciating pag- 
es you put into it. You didn’t get 
the call back from that sweet job 
you were stoked about. Your girl- 
friend broke your heart, and, to 
make matters worse, took that last 
six pack of beer you were saving 
for the zombie apocalypse. (The 
audacity, bro. The audacity). 

Simply put, everything that’s 
supposed to be going right in 
your life is going completely 
wrong. So my question to you is, 
what are you going to do about it? 

I’m no expert when it comes 
to dealing with predicaments, 
but when I say reflecting on what 
you could have done differently, 
or what you shouldn’t have done 
isn’t going to help your situation, 
take my word for it. Regardless 
of all the things you suppose you 
could have done otherwise, the 
truth of the matter is that it isn’t 
going to change what already 
happened. 

So please, discontinue the 
melancholic, black and white sel- 
fies and the ambiguous Facebook 
updates, which, presumably, have 
nothing to do with how inade- 
quate you’re feeling. There’s no 
way around it; you can’t choose 
when you want to feel pain or 
disappointment. Suffering, how- 
ever, is an option we all have, yet 
many of us never consider. This 


is mainly because we become 
so infatuated with our own mis- 
ery, it’s depth and vitality, not 
because we want to but because, 
like an injury you can’t help but 
push against, we want to see how 
much it can hurt. 

So next time you find your- 
self in a situation where you feel 
things can’t possibly get any 
worse for you, don’t go around 
spreading it as if your problems 
were free samples to support an 

enthusiastic yet struggling 
start up organization. That isn’t 
going to help you or anyone else. 

Instead, distract yourself. 
Get involved in activities, clubs 
you’re passionate about. Make a 
conscious decision to learn from 
the experience, and to do better 
next time. Or take some alone 

time to evaluate yourself. Go 
to Africa, Salisbury Beach, or 
a professional, if things get too 
real. 

Who knows, you may find the 
experience very liberating and in- 
formative. 

Conclusively, despite the 
measured precautions taken to 
avoid imminent threats to our 
happiness, we are all victims of 
emotional warfare. Whether or 
not you choose to be a casualty 
or a survivor, however, is entirely 
up to you. 


Northern Essex 
Community College 


and complete your financial aid paperwork. 


Register for your classes and complete your financial aid paperwork before you leave for the semester. Meet with 
your assigned advisor. Your assigned advisor is listed on the “Who is my Advisor?” link that can be found by logging 
into MyNECC, and selecting Self Service, Student Services, Registration. Register early to get the classes and schedule 


you want - and avoid long lines! 


Current Students’ Registration April 7 - May 5 


For more information, visit www.necc.mass.edu/register 
Save $100 by registering before August 11 and avoid paying a late registration penalty. 


Exoect more ot Norinern Essex. 
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According to Enrollment Ser- 


had to pick up the registration 


Registration is underway at NECC 
It’s the time for | 


students to get ready 
for fall 2014 


By Cuap GorHAM 
News Editor 
With the warm weather that 
comes at the end of the spring se- 
mester, so does the time to sign 
up for financial aid and register 
for class for the fall 2014 semes- 
ter. 
The priority deadline for Mass 

financial aid is May 1. By meet- 
_ing this deadline students who 
live in Mass will 
have a chance at 
grants from the 
state. This should 
be completed be- 
fore or very close 
to the time a stu- 
dent meets with 
their advisor to 
register for class- 
’s: 

There are some steps to be 
completed before a student signs 
up for financial aid. They must 
make sure their taxes have been 
completed for the 2013 tax year. 
It is a very important step as your 
income from last year is what de- 
cides how much financial aid or 
grants you may receive. 


vices priority registration is now 
going on to sign up for classes. 
It started on April 7 and runs 
through May 5. 

After a student has their tax 
information all squared away 
they should pick up a registration 
form which can be picked up on 
the Haverhill campus at the first 
floor of the Spurk Building C in 
the main lobby, on the first floor 
of the Behrakis One-Stop Student 
Center welcome desk and on the 
first floor of the Technology Cen- 
ter. 


- Savanah Crabb 


For students on the Lawrence 
campus registration forms can be 
picked up in the Ibrahim El-Hef- 
ni Building at the first floor wel- 
come desk. 

Some students knew that this 
is the time but did not know ex- 
actly what to do. “I kept wonder- 
ing what the first thing I needed 
to do was, I didn’t know that I 


Security Log . 


form first, I thought the advisor 
would have them already,” said 
Savannah Crabb, a general stud- 
ies student. 
After students have picked up 
a registration form they should 
sign on to the course schedule to 
check what classes are available, 
what they might be interested in 
taking, or need to take for their 
degree. A second part of this step 
is to sign on to degree works and 
use the worksheet and planner 
that you should have gone over 
with your advisor previously. De- 
cide what classes 


BG Gan: tee <9) ae) oe are needed. 


I thought the advisor would have them 
[the registration forms] already. 


Students 
should also check 
for holds on their 
account. These 
holds could be 
because of immu- 


———-__-__—__—_—_———— oS - nization, overdue 


library books, or 
financial issues. These need to 
be checked because they may 
stop students from signing up for 
classes. To check this, students 
should sign on to self-service. 
When the student is done with 
the previous step they should con- 
tact their advisor to schedule an 
appointment to meet with them 
and sign up for classes. To find 


Photo by Chad Gorham 


A student registers for classes at the express window on 


the Haverhill campus. 


your advisor students must sign 
on to self-service and go to de- 
gree works. Your advisors name 
is at the top of the worksheet. 
Some advisors do send out 
emails of their schedules but the 
students should make sure to 
contact their advisors either way. 
Students should make sure they 
keep their appointment with their 
advisor so they get the classes 
they really do want to take. When 


you meet with your advisor make 
sure the form is filled out com- 
pletely and make sure your class- 
es are correct. When it is correct 
bring your completed form to the 
welcome desk in either the Beh- 
rakis One- Stop Student Center. 

If returning students do not 
register by August 11, 2014, they 
will be charged a $100 late reg- 
istration fee according to Enroll- 
ment Services. 


Platinum Sponsor: COVANTA 


Powering Today. Protecting Tomorrow. 


BaieG CRS 


SECOND ANNUAL 
CAMPUS CLASSIC 


Race Location: Northern Essex Community College's Haverhill Campus, 
100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 


Race Time: 5K starts at 10 a.m. Fun Run for children starts at 9 a.m. 


Walkers welcome! 


5K Entry Fee: NECC student fee: $18; 
adults: $25 before April 25; $30 after April 25. Kids’ Fun Run: $10. 


Proceeds to benefit the NECC Annual Fund, which provides support for 
student scholarships and academic programs. 


For more information or to register, 
visit www.campusclassic5k.com or contact Sarah Comiskey at 
scomiskey@necc.mass.edu or 978-556-3612 
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Vasquez striving as student and mother 


Future ambitions 
are motivation to 


provide a sucessful 
future for herself 


and her son 


By Curistina HILLNER 
Staff Writer 

Attending college while hav- 
ing a child, a part time job and 
home obligations can be difficult 
for any person in that situation. 

25-year-old NECC  Parale- 
gal major Jennifer Vasquez of 
Methuen has somehow managed 
to balance it all. 

With a passion for the crime 
world, Vasquez knew where she 
wanted to be, 


and was working full time too. I 
didn’t know how to balance all 
the responsibility all at once. I 
lost motivation, so one day I jus- 
said forget school,” she said. 

Soon after dropping out of 
NECC, she became pregnant 
with her son, Junior, who is now 
5-years-old. 

During her pregnancy, she had 
Pre-Eclampsia, which is a mul- 
tisystem disorder characterized 
by high blood pressure, and high 
protein levels in urine. 

“T was induced and in labor for 
three days until my heart rate and 
his heart rate weakened. We were 
both at risk of dying. I ended up 
having an emergency C-Section, 
and Junior was born premature- 
ly,” said Vasquez. 


She is still currently employed 
at BJ’s Wholesale Club in Salem, 
N.H. 

She manages to equal out her 
time at NECC, work, and spend- 
ing proper time with her family. 

“T struggle everyday with the 
whole work, school, and mom 
thing, but we women tend to deal 
with anything that comes our 
way,” she said. 

Vasquez continued explaining 
how her work hours are flexible, 
and they give her the time she 
needs to be a mother, and contin- 
ue to attend NECC at night. 

“Tt’s not easy, but I know hard 
work will pay off,” said Vasquez. 

She explained her reasons for 
why she chose to attend NECC. 

“T chose community college 

because of the finances. 
it would be 


and the PeeG Gabe igeaiu ss ia: Right now, i 
tion she has to know that I can succeed and I want to difficult for me to attend 


complete her 
schooling. 
“Foren- 


sics and trials . 


be an example to my son 


- Jennifer Vasquez 


a four year college, and I 
don’t want to be bombard- 
ed with student loans,” says 
Vasquez. 


fascinate 1 EERE ae as NECC ly the first 
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this age 1 would have to choose 
a career that I can finish and still 
manage time with my family,” 
Vasquez explains. 

This is Vasquez’s second at- 
tempt at attending college. The 
repetitiveness of college became 
routine and grew tiresome to her 
the first time. 

“TJ took on so many classes 


The critical situation was 
all worth it for Vasquez when it 
came down to it. 

“Tt was scary, but completely 
worth everything I went through 
when I see him everyday,” she 
said, smiling. 

Five years down the line, 
Vasquez resides in Lawrence. 


step in Vasquez’s career 
path. She is determined to have 
a successful life for herself and 
Junior. 

“In about ten years, I see my- 
self working in the field that I 
love. I may even expand to a law 
career when Junior gets older. I 
will live in a different city, and 
would love for Junior to grow up 


ANNOUNCING SALEM STATE'S NEW 
GENERAL EDUCATION CURRICULUM 
AND MASSACHUSETTS ASSOCIATE 
DEGREE SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 


For details, visit 
salemstate.edu/transferscholars. 


Photo by Christina Hillner 


Jennifer Vasquez still smiling after a long work shift at B.J. 


Wholesale Club in Salem, N.H. 


and maybe go to the same schools 
as I did,” said Vasquez. 

Vasquez is proud of her deci- 
sion to go back to school, because 
she has goals set in her mind that 
she is in the process of making a 
reality. 

“T went back to school because 
I realized I didn’t want to work at 
BJ’s my whole life. I know that I 
can succeed and I want to be an 
example to my son that no mat- 
ter what, he can live his dreams,” 
said Vasquez. 

Her self-confidence level and 


STATE 


hunger for a successful future is 
an example to other student par- 
ents in this predicament. 

“To anyone in this sort of sit- 
uation, I say keep following your 
dreams no matter how hard things 
may look. Baby steps can get you 
far. 

You want to be an example for 
your child, and what better way 
to educate yourself and provide 
a better future for him or her. As 
Dori from finding Nemo would 


y2>? 


say, ‘just keep swimming! 


UNIVERSITY 


new full in-state tuition free scholarship 


Learn about this 100% 
free tuition today! 
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Hidy legacy part two: art and activism 
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Lance Hidy is very 
involved in the 
NECC community 


By Farru GREGORY 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 

Lance Hidy is a part-time ed- 
ucator at NECC and is present- 
ly teaching Illustration IJ on the 
Haverhill Campus. 

Lance is the son of Pete and 
Elaine Hidy and was born and 
raised in Springfield, Ohio. He 
attended public high school in 
Portland, Oregon and attended 
and graduated from Yale, where 
he was one of two art majors in a 


ments include designing the cov- 
ers for Ansel Adams photography 
books such as “Yosemite and the 
Range of Light,” in 1978, the last 
Adams book Hidy helped design. 

“The one reason I still work 
with the Ansel Adams trust on the 
Ansel Adams group... I grew up 
in a conservation minded family,” 
said Hidy. “The first time I met 
Ansel was at a Sierra Club meet- 
ing at MIT around *75 or “76. He 
was the president of the Sierra 
Club around then. I was interest- 
ed in him because he was a pho- 
tographer I covered and a Sierra 
Club member.” 

Hidy also designed stamps for 


ee 


The first time I met Ansel was at a Sierra 
Club meeting at MIT around ‘75 or ‘76. 
- Lance Hidy 


YB 


class of around 1,000. 

Lance teaches graphic design 
and illustration as a form of com- 
munication and teaches students 
to be visual communicators. 

Hidy’s background in art is 
varied, but his main focus is on 
typography and graphic art. Some 
of his projects and accomplish- 


‘How the 


The Top Notch 
Players’ spring show 


was fantastic 
By FairuH GREGIRY 


Arts and Entertainment Editor 

The Top Notch Players of 
NECC have just finished their 
final weekend of performance of 
the comedy “How the Other Half 
Loves,” by Alan Ayckbourn, a 
successful contemporary British 
playwright. 

“How the Other Half Loves” 
is set in America in 1971, and 
the scene consists of two living 
rooms blended seamlessly to- 
gether to give actors full com- 
mand of the stage. 

The flats forming the walls 
alternated between classic ‘70s 
wood paneling and a deep red 
wallpaper. One door in a rob- 
in shell green, and the other is a 
classic cream coloring. 

Both apartments have ‘70s 
style furniture, but one living 
room is indicative of the upper 
middle class, whereas the other 
is indicative of the lower middle. 

Actors would move from their 
own living rooms on one side of 
the stage, to a cleverly placed 
secondary space on the opposite 
half of the stage to allow actors a 
full range of motion. 

The cast consisted of six ac- 
tors. Samantha Wheatley and 
Matthew Lewis played Fiona and 
Frank Foster, an upper-middle 
class family approaching middle 
age with no children. 

Kiara Pichardo. and Mat- 


the U.S. Postal Service: one for 
the special olympics, a jury duty 
stamp, and a “mentoring a child” 
stamp. 

Hidy has an impressive port- 
folio of posters he designed for 
various causes, institutions and 
events. 


Causes include Women’s Ac- 
tion for Nuclear Disarmament 
and Godine for Children. Hidy 
designed a poster for the Gelman 
Library at George Washington 
University, and he also did a post- 
er for the Boston Symphony Or- 
chestra and the Firehouse Theater 
in Newburyport. 

Hidy also wrote a_ book 
called “Designing the Mentoring 
Stamp,” published by Kat Ran 
Press in 2007, and designed 16 
fonts for Adobe Systems. 

Hidy has done a lot more in 
his 15 years as part of the NECC 
community than teach courses. 
He helps with the Bentley Art 
Space when needed, does pho- 
tography for the Public Rela- 
tions department headed by Ernie 
Greenslade, he’s involved with a 
civic engagement movement in 
the school that hopes to encour- 
age students to be active in their 
communities, and he pushes for 
current events and real world 
events to be applied in classes. 

Hidy is also a part of the Ac- 
cessible Media Committee, a 
group that works to help students 
with disabilities successfully use 
the rapidly evolving media that 
the school is embracing. 
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Hidy wrote a book about designing the stamp above, titled 


“Designing the Mentoring Stamp” 


Other Half Loves’ is a comedic triumph 


thew Lundergan played Theresa 
and Bob Phillips, a lower-mid- 
dle class family with one child 
named Benjamin who is an off- 
stage presence during the show. 

Thera Mae Driscoll and Will 
Macdonald play William and 
Mary Detweiler, a family who 
does not have their own living 
room in the set, but appears in the 
other two families’ living rooms 
throughout the show. 

The plot of the show is that 
Fiona Foster and Bob Phillips 


were consoling each of the De- 
tweilers about “marriage trou- 
bles.” Consequently, the Detwei- 
lers are drawn into the lie and 
hilarity ensues. Both Bob Phillips 
and William Detweiler work for 
Frank Phillips. 

The entire play was very well 
done. The set was detailed and 
nuanced, creating the feel of a 
real household and props were 
very well placed. 


The actors established their, 


characters very strongly in the 


Photo by Brianne Beatrice 


Left to right: Will MacDonald, Samantha Wheatley, Matt 
Lewis, Kiara Picardo, Thera Mae Driscoll, Matt Lundergan 


have been having an affair, and 
both of their spouses begin to 
question their whereabouts on the 
night of the affair. 

Both use the excuse that they 


beginning of the play and their 
characterization remained strong 
throughout the performance. 
Sound cues for telephones and 
doorbells were spot-on. 


Wheatley did a fantastic job 
playing Fiona Foster. Her per- 
formance perfectly captured the 
charm and cunning of the charac- 
ter, as well as her impatience with 
her husband and fear of being 
discovered. Her command of the 
stage always astounds me and her 
line delivery was flawless. 

Lewis, who played Fiona’s 
husband, Frank, was frequently 
the comedic center of the scene. 
The character he played was 
scatterbrained and had a faint 
air of hopelessness but is also 
well-meaning and caring. Lew- 
is’ comedic timing was wonder- 
ful and threw the audience into 
laughter throughout the entire 
show. He was particularly good 
at initiating awkward and frankly 
hysterical group laughter among 
the characters that happened 
during the entire play. 

Picardo played a sassy and 
intelligent Theresa Phillips, who 
was the first one to figure out the 
truth of the affair. Her ability to 
build the drama in the scene and 
react off of other actors was mas- 
terful and fun to watch. 

Lundergan played the odd- 
ball romeo Bob Phillips. It was 
very fun to watch his antics as 
he evaded responsibility from his 
wife and dropped scathing and 
hilarious lines while doing so. 
His characterization was potent 
and well-done. 

Driscoll’s character Mary 
was very interesting because she 
showed character development 
from a neurotic introvert to a 
reasonably confident and inde- 


pendent individual. Her character 
build was very believable. 

MacDonald played the domi- 
neering but somehow well-mean- 
ing William. His reactions and 
ability to play off of other char- 
acters was very good, and he han- 
dled stage combat and dramatic 
acting very well. 

In all, the show was very well 
done and the Top Notch Players 
continue to be a very impressive 
group of students. 


UPCOMING ARTS 
EVENTS AT NECC 


CABARET 


Technology Center 103 
Haverhill Campus 
Thursday, April 17 at 7:30 p.m. 
$5 all admissions 

eooOOeee 
PERFORMING ARTS SHOWCASE 


Technology Center 103 
Haverhill 


Friday, April 18 at 12 p.m. 
Free admission 


$3 children 12 and under 
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Campus Life 


NECC holds Health and Wellness Fair 


Health Professions 
Programs sponsors fair 
on Haverhill campus 


By Katuryn GAGNON 
Campus Life Editor 

On March 31, NECC held 
a Health and Wellnéss Fair in 
the lobby of the Spurk build- 
ing, where students, faculty and 
staff were encouraged to spend 
time learning about the different 
Health Professions programs and 
check out the displays set up on 
different health topics. 

There were 15 tables at the fair 
with displays, posters, videos and 
interactive elements. 

A crowd formed at the fair, full 
of people eager to learn about the 
interesting set ups. 

There was also a raffle -- each 
student visiting the fair was given 
a card that would get stamped at 
each table. 


Students visiting the 
fair were able to 
enter a raffle 


Once the student visited all 
the tables, and the card was com- 
pletely stamped, they could enter 
the raffle. 

Julia McKinney said she en- 
joyed the fair. 


“T learned a lot about the den- 
tal program I’m looking at.” 

The program she was inter- 
ested in had a table hosted by 
students who were a part of the 
program, and Professor Donna 
Marquis. 

Dental Assisting is a nine- 
month program. 

Marquis said students must 
put in 300 hours of chair-side 
practice at a dentist’s office. 

The students who take part in 


vision and DVD workouts and 
whether they worked or not. 

They called their display “As 
Seen on TV.” 

Coolbaugh said they were 
breaking down the exercises sci- 
entifically. 

They determined that the 
workouts do work because any 
workout is better than no work- 
out, Coolbaugh said. 

Coolbaugh and Wormald were 
urging student to utilize the Fit- 
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I learned a lot about the dental program 
I’m looking at. 
- Julia McKinney 


SS 


the program go straight from the 
program to a job. 

“The reputation is amazing,” 
said Marquis. “All dentists con- 
tact us.” 

She said students are definitely 
successful in and out of the pro- 
gram. 

Another table at the fair was 
hosted by Mollie Coolbaugh and 
Rob Wormald, two students who 
are part of the Sports and Leisure 
Studies. 

Their display was about tele- 


Business competition 
open for applicants 


Big Idea Business 


Plan Competition 
entries due April 18 


| By THomas SHAMMA 


| Copy Editor 


NECC’s fifth annual Big Idea 
Business Plan Competition is 
open for applicants. 

NECC students who have 


_ completed or are taking BUS- 


102, Introduction to Entrepre- 


neurship, are invited to submit 


| business proposals by April 18 


for the competition, which will 


_ be held on April 30. 


questions.” 
The first place team wins a 
$1000 NECC scholarship. 
Second place wins $600, third 
place wins $400. 

If a team has multiple mem- 
bers, the scholarship will be di- 
vided between its members. 

The top entrepreneurial stu- 
dent will also be awarded a Dell 
tablet -- that award is determined 
by the quality of the plan and pre- 
sentation, as well as the student’s 
GPA and their grade in BUS-102. 

“We’ve had previous winners 
of the competition go on and start 
their own businesses,” said Zan- 


We’ ve had previous winners of the 
competition go on and start 
their own businesses. 

- Bernard Zannini 


——  _ 99 


“This gives students the op- 


| portunity to present the plans 


they developed for the class,” 
said Bernard Zannini, professor 
of business at NECC. 

“Tt affords students an oppor- 
tunity to compete for scholarship 
money.” 

The top six teams will be in- 
vited to present their plans at the 
competition on April 30, where, 
Zannini said, “A panel of judges 
from industry and academia will 
listen to the presentations and ask 


nini. 

The business is called Green 
Lightning Surfboards: “Think 
about waking up every morning 
in San Diego and the first thing 
you do is go out, test your product 
and go surfing.” 

Zannini highlighted the com- 
petition’s ability to help refine a 
proposal. 

“At the time the proposal was 
a surf and snow shop, at the time 
they finished it was a surfboard 
company.” 


ness Center and learn about some 
of the classes that Sports and Lei- 
sure Studies offers. 

Another table was hosted by 
Christine Hill, a Sleep Technolo- 
gy student. 

Her display was on insomnia. 

Hill said insomnia is the most 
common sleep disorder and is 
common in college students. ; 

Insomnia can cause many 
health complications, and many 
people don’t even realize they 
have it, and leave it untreated. 


“TWe’re] able to evaluate [pa- 
tients] in the Sleep Lab” that the 
program maintains. 


Students, professors 
hosted many tables 
at the fair 


Many students were interested 
in the display and discussed con- 
cerns about their sleeping habits 
with Hill. 

The two-year Medical Labo- 
ratory Technology Program also 
had a table. 

Stacy Adams, the program co- 
ordinator, hosted the interactive 
display that simulated what stu- 
dents would see in a lab. 

She displayed two common 
illnesses that students encounter 
a lot, strep throat and mono. 

She laid out quick tests for 
both diseases. 

There was also a microscope 
set up for students to look into, 
with a slide of lymph nodes. 

Adams also manned the table 
next to the Medical Laboratory 
Technology Program. 

The other table was on phle- 
botomy and EKG, which was 
part of the Healthcare Technician 
Program. 

It was another interactive ta- 
ble, with a dummy arm set up. 

The display was called “Sur- 
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CREDITS: The transfer dictionary shows which of your credits will transfer 
to UMass Lowell. uml.edu/transferdictionary 


viving a Blood Draw.” 

Adams gave students a hand 
out listing simple steps to take to 
get comfortably through someone 
drawing your blood. 

Adams said that students in 
the program have the opportuni- 
ty to draw blood from each other, 
but they also usé a dummy arm, 
identical to the one on the table, 
to practice on. 

The Health and Wellness Fair 
was sponsored by the Health Pro- 
fessions Programs at NECC. 

The fair was held to draw at- 
tention to the many health pro- 
grams NECC offers. 

Many of these programs lead 
students straight into jobs in the 
field they study. 


iHealth@NECC 
programs were 
represented at fair 


Most of the programs that had 
tables at the fair were a part of 
iHealth@NECC. 

These programs offer afford- 
able and time-manageable health 
career programs. 

They prepare students for ca- 
reers in the health professsions. 

The fair was a success and 
drew in many students to learn 
about the different programs the 
college offers. 


TO YOU. 


REQUIREMENTS: Find out more at uml.edu/requirementsbymajor 


CASH: UMass Lowell provided $145 million in financial aid last year and 
met 91% of demonstrated need. There are merit scholarships available for 
transfer students, too. uml.edu/financialaid 


HOUSING & CAMPUS LIFE: You won’t want to miss all that’s happening on 
campus—Division | athletics, suite-style residences, great food and events. 
Housing is guaranteed! uml.edu/student-services/reslife 


Boome work reat te ready, word ready at UMass Lowel 


CONNECT WITH US! 


uml.edu/transfer 
transfer@uml.edu or 978-934-3931 
facebook.com/umitransfer 
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Features 


NECC staff talks about lockers 


Locker situation 
explained by NECC 


staff 


By Everson TAVERAS 
Features Editor 

Lockers have feeling too, you 
know. Just like people, they flap 
their mouths when they have 
something to say, they close them 
when they don’t. They get banged 
up; lose things, they gain things. 
For all intents and purposes, lock- 
ers aren’t really that inanimate 
when you think about. 

There are, however, a few 
distinct differences between the 
two, and though they may not be 
significant, they still warrant the 
same courtesy as human beings. 
For example: people are mobile, 
whereas lockers are not. Hu- 
mans can do many things without 
dreading that horrendous moment 
when they have to, inevitably, 
be stuffed like a thanksgiving 
turkey, such as binge watch all 
seasons of “Breaking Bad” then 
sleep for 12 hours. Or Instagram 


double tap so many pictures their 
eyes burn out. Or fly a kite. Or eat 
frogs legs. Lockers may not have 
all the freedoms that humans of- 
ten taken for granted, but they at 
least share, and embody in some 
instances, few similar traits that 
make them difficult to consider 
merely objects used as a means 
to an end, though they can easily 
serve that purpose, too. 

In keeping with that last 
thought in mind, there are two 
places at the Haverhill campus 
where students, staff and faculty 
can rent lockers. 

The first is located in the C 
building; the second in the Sports 
and Fitness Center. Regardless of 
preference, they must go to the 
Sports and Fitness Center and fill 
out the proper paperwork in order 
to rent a locker. 

Furthermore, just as separat- 
ed as they are in distance, so are 
they in agendas. How do they 
differ? Well, here’s how. To rent 
lockers in the Sports and Fitness 
Center, all students, faculty and 
staff must, as mentioned above, 
provide the required information 


Photo by Everson Taveras 


Student, faculty and staff who want to rent a locker should do so at the Sports and 


Fitness Center. 


upon request. After that they sign, 
agree to the terms and conditions 
are free to the rent the locker. 
There are no fees to rent lockers 
at the Sports and Fitness Center. 
To rent a locker in the C build- 


ing, there is a $15 a semester fee. 

“Alot of students use the lock- 
ers, especially in the mens locker 
room,” said Maria Hom, Admin- 
istrative Assistant at the Sports 
and Fitness Center. 


“I’m not really sure why we 
don’t have a lot people doing the 
lockers here,” said Allison Gou- 
veia, an employee at the Student 
Engagement Center. 


Student to be honored at State 
House as one of “29 


NECC student from 
Haverhill finds the 


spotlight 
By NECC Newsroom 


Correspondents 

Northern Essex Community 
College Student Nairoby San- 
chez of Haverhill will be honored 
by Governor Deval Patrick at the 
State House in Boston on Thurs- 
day, May 8 as an outstanding 
graduate of the class of 2014. 

A 2012 graduate of Haverhill 
High School, Sanchez is a Liber- 
al Arts: Political Science major at 
Northern Essex with a 3.7 GPA. 

After arriving at Northern Es- 
sex in the fall of 2012, Sanchez 


quickly distinguished herself as a 
campus leader. 

In her first year, she was vice 
president of the Student Senate 
(she’s now president), president 
of the college’s chapter of Am- 
nesty International, and an active 
member of the Contemporary Af- 
fairs Club. 

She also participated in the 
college’s Student Leadership 
Program, is a student ambassa- 
dor, and will graduate from the 
Honors Experience, a rigorous 
honors program that’s affiliated 
with the Commonwealth Honors 
Program 

As a student leader, Sanchez 
has organized a textbook lending 
library to make textbooks more 
affordable for students. Last 


community service trip, in which 
students helped residents of New 
York who had been devastated by 
Hurricane Sandy with clean-up 

Sanchez was nominated for 
the “29 Who Shine Award” by 
two of her professors: Dr. Steven 
Russell and Dr. Ligia Domenech, 
both of the Department of Global 
Studies. 

As Steve Russell wrote, “Nai- 
roby is intensely interested in 
problems related to human rights 
and she sees herself as someone 
who can help address human 
rights problems in the future.” 
As an example, Professor Russell 
sited a presentation on the Rwan- 
dan genocide which Sanchez has 
delivered twice to groups of stu- 


dents and faculty and staff. Call- 
ing her the best of a series of pre- 
senters, Professor Russell, writes 
“her presentation caused me and 
others on the panel and in the au- 
dience to think of the Rwandan 
genocide in a new light.” 

After graduating from North- 
ern Essex in May, she plans to 
transfer to a four-year college and 
ultimately attend law school. Her 
goal is to combine her love of 
government with her interest in 
international affairs and become 
a United States diplomat. She 
speaks Spanish and French in ad- 
dition to English and would like 
to learn additional languages 
possibly Russian—while pursu- 
ing her education. 

In May 2011, the Massachu- 


Who Shine” 


setts Department of Higher Edu- 
cation launched “29 Who Shine,” 
a program to recognize outstand- 
ing students representing eath of 
the 29 public campuses. 

The honorees, chosen because 
of their academic achievements 
and record of student leadership 
and community service, stand 
poised to contribute greatly to the 
civic life and economic well-be- 
ing of the state. Whether further- 
ing their education or entering 
careers here in Massachusetts 
in fields as diverse as education, 
public policy, medicine, creative 
arts, and engineering, they truly 
embody the vibrant future that 
we all envision for the Common- 
wealth. 


FINISH WHAT YOU STARTED! 


Wednesday, 
Wednesday, 
Wednesday, 
Wednesday, 


BAYPATH.EDU 


588 Longmeadow Street Longmeadow, MA 01106 800.782.7284 ext.1235 transfer@baypath.edu 


Transfer Information Session Dates 
April 30, 5:00p.m.-8:00p.m. 
May 14, 5:00p.m.-8:00Op.m. 
May 28, 5:00p.m.-8:00p.m. 
June 11, 5:00p.m.-8:00p.m. 


Bay Path 


ollege 
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Letter to the Editor 


To the Editor, 


Your coverage of the Ageism Lecture at NECC seems to me to be 
itself ageist. bi 


: ; ae Wy 
The reporter informs me that I “capable of learning new informa- Take a course at Fitchburg: tate U a 


tion”, but learning new learning strategies may take me longer and i int ide 
that “with memory training”, I can still learn. pe help you catch fies Bet ahead in i pkons stud 


This implies for me to learn that I am not adequate and better get 
some memory training. This is an ageist statement. It lumps all “old” 
people together and says we need some special memory training in 
order to learn. 


As part of the College of Older Learners at NECC, I feel insulted 
by your comment. The College of Older Learners is a great example 
of old people learning new things without needing memory training. 


We have a wide range of courses this semester that include subjects 
like literature, science, writing, music, China etc. 


As with any kind of racism, sexism, ageism, etc., it is important for 
each of us to take the time to honestly examine the prejudices we do 
have (and we all have them) and change. Ageism exists. It is real. I see 
it daily. I see it in your article. 


George Medelinskas - e ° 
College of Older Learners at NECC Registration begins April 15 


www. fitchburgstate.edu/gce/register 


CONTACT AN ADVISOR: 978-665-3660 
gceadvisor@fitchburgstate.edu 


6 FITCHBURG STATE UNIVERSITY 


GRADUATE AND CONTINUING EDUCATION 


NECC Students: 
Pursue a Degree 
at UMass Lowell 


Summer is a great time to accelerate your progress towards a 
degree, or to catch up on a required course that you could not take 
during the regular school year. UMass Lowell is offering courses 
this summer at Northem Essex Community College in Haverhill. 


Registration is now available for the UMass Lowell courses listed 
below that will be held at Northern Essex Community College. Talk 
to an advisor about counting these courses towards a UMass-Lowell 
degree in Psychology, Criminal Justice or Business Administration. 


SUMMER SESSION | COURSES: May 13-June 13 
* Criminal Profiling 

¢ Adult Development and Aging 

¢ Starting a New Venture 


SUMMER SESSION Ii COURSES: june 16-August 7 
¢ Criminal Mind and Behavior : 

¢ Victimology 

¢ Psychology and Women 

¢ Psychology of Developmental Disabilities 

¢ Business Finance 

¢ Market Opportunity Analysis 

* Operations Management 

* Management Information Systems 


Summer Courses Questions? 
Start May 13" Call 978-934-2474 


deo 


http:/ /continuinged.uml.edu/haverhill 
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Baseball sizzles at midseason mark 


Knights sweep 
weekend, pickup 


four wins 
By Ester A. NIEVES 


Sports Editor 

Northern Essex Community 
College baseball Knights are hun- 
gry for a successful 2014 season. 

The Knights stand at 9-6. 

This past weekend the Knights 
played two double headers, one 
on Saturday against Quinsiga- 
mond Community College and 
Sunday against Bunker Hill 
Community College. 

First game against Quinsig- 
amond, Knights came up on top 
11-1, second game with another 
win 5-0. : 

As the second double header 
followed on Sunday, the Knights 
won both games against the Bun- 
kerhill: first game 4-2, second 
game they shut the Bulldogs 
down and won by a score of 18-3. 


It’s safe to say the Knights had 
a very successful weekend and 
their six-day a week practices has 
been showing. 

“We go out there every game 
ready and with our minds set on 
winning, nothing less than that,” 
said Knights shortstop Jonathan 
DeLaCruz. 

DeLaCruz cafe more than 
ready on Saturday. He started the 
first inning by sending one flying 
out of the field recording his first 
homerun of the season. Later in 
the third inning, the power was 
still in him to send another bomb 
making it two homeruns. 

He went 4-4, had five RBIs, 
and scored three runs for the 
Knights. DeLaCruz holds a .375 
batting average. 

Left-hand pitcher Daniel Bo- 
nito had a strong outing against 
Quinsigamond in the first game. 
Only being on the hill for just 
four innings, Bonito had four 
strikeouts, walked three, and only 


Knights softball 


Knights softball 
drops both games of 
doubleheader 


By Marr Gincras 
Editor-In-Chief 

The NECC Knights softball 
season kicked off Thursday when 
the team traveled to Dean Col- 
lege to play in a double header. 

While they dropped both 
games to the Lady Bulldogs, 
it was the first time NECC had 
fielded a team since the mid- 
1990s. 

NECC dropped the first game 
13-1 and the second game 21-2. 

The score was unarguably lop- 
sided, but as with most games, 
the score doesn’t tell the Whole 
story. 

NECC hadn’t played on an 
actual diamond leading into the 
doubleheader. Their home field 
had been under snow, and more 
recently, too muddy to practice 
on. 

They had been practicing on a 
patch of grass outside the Haver- 
hill campus D building. 


Demme gece 


WWW.BAYPATH.EDU/SUMMER 


“Tt was really scary at first,” 
said Knights second baseman Al- 
lison Cashman. “We were prac- 
ticing on just grass the first few 
weeks, so the bumps were differ- 
ent.” 

The Knights nerves got the 
better of them early. Esther 
Nieves, who started both games 
for NECC, was anxious stepping 
on the mound for the first time. In 
the second game, she had put the 
nerves past her. 

“I didn’t let my nerves get to 
me; I calmed down,” said Nieves. 
“I learned you have to have fun 
out there.” 

Cashman shared _ Nieves’ 
nerves. “The nerves that every- 
one had in the first inning were 
very tense and tight, but once 
we settled in, we all were natu- 
ral again and got in to ourselves 
and were able to play the way we 
wanted to,” she said. 

The Knights bats, for not fac- 
ing live pitching, came out swing- 
ing. In both games, NECC tallied 
nine hits and three runs against 
Dean’s solid pitching. 

Alicia Alan, who had played 


Summer 
School 


at Bay Path College 


allowed one run. He now has a 
4.50 ERA. 

“T look at every chance I get to 
get on the mound as an opportu- 
nity to show coach what I have, 
so I got out there and always give 
it my all,” said Bonito. . 

McAuliffe pitched the second 
game of the double header and 
was a force on the mound, strik- 
ing out nine. McAuliffe allowed 
no runs and shut Quinsigamond 
out, as the Knights walked away 
with a 5-0 victory. He allowed 
just one hit in the game. 

Sunday’s game against Bun- 
kerhill was a battle, but the 
Knights walked away with a 4-3 
win. As for the second game, they 
dominated the Bulldogs 18-3. 

Bonito came out ready this 
entire weekend and all he was 
focused on was giving the game 
he loves his best. After having 
a good outing for the Knights 
Saturday against Quinsigamond, 
Bonito gave the Knights the lead 


into another win. 

“T was looking forward to 
these games the entire week, 
knowing that even though we had 
back to back games the team was 
still going to go out there and try 
to record all four wins in which 
we did. I’m very happy with the 
results,” said Bonito. 


jazetovic to wrap up the last 
game of the weekend and seal in 
another win for the Knights. And 
he did. 

Pajazetovic pitched 6 innings, 
struck out two, had seven hits and 
only allowed three runs. This was 
another successful outing for Pa- 
jazetovic. 


I look at every chance | get to get on the 
mound as as an opportunity to 
show coach what I have. 

- Daniel Bonito 
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Up at bat in the sixth inning 
Bonito hit his first homerun of 
the season, brining in DelaCruz 
and Anthony Caini to give the 
Knights the first game of the dou- 
ble header against the Bulldogs, 
4-2. 

It was on pitcher Zarif Pa- 


The Knights wrapped up their 
fourth game of the weekend with 
an 18-3 strong win over the Bull- 
dogs. 


season kicks off for 2014 


volleyball for NECC a year ago, 
missed a home run by inches, 
doubling for the Knights only ex- 
tra base hit. 

Cashman said facing full- 
speed pitching was an obstacle 
for the team. 

“Getting in the batters box 
the first time,” she said, “the first 
pitch flew right by me. We hav- 
en’t had the time to get into the 
batters box and face fast pitch- 
ing.” 

There was a scare for the 
team. In the second game, Esther 
Nieves was hit by a line drive up 
the middle. The ball hit her in the 
side of the knee, dropping her to 
the ground instantly. 

“] don’t even remember get- 
ting hit,” said Nieves. “I was on 
the floor... it was not the best 
feeling ever. It’s not the first time 
that it happened to me.” 

While the team dropped their 
first two games, they have an op- 
timistic outlook on the future. 

“Communicating with each 
other and be able to win games, 
that’s what we want,” said Cash- 
man. “We want to win and play 
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Emily Swarbrick had a good day at the plate against Dean 
College. Swarbrick went 2-4 with an RBI across two games. 


as a team, but also have fun at the 
same time. We want to laugh.” 
NECC’s next home game is 
April 12, where they host Mas- 
sasoit Community .College in an- 
other doubleheader. The team’s 


scheduled home opener, which 
was intended to be on April 5, 
was pushed back due to rain. 
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Next Avengers movie to be filmed 
on NECC Campus 


NECC prepares its 
Haverhill Campus 


for film crews 
By Iron Man 


Billionaire Extraordinaire 

The Avengers: Age of Ultron 
is scheduled to film several ma- 
jor scenes in the courtyard of 
NECC’s Haverhill Campus. 

Actors Chris Evans (Captain 
America) and Scarlett Johans- 
son (Black Widow) toured the 
campus last week, causing many 
students to faint and keeping the 
Haverhill EMT’s very busy. 

Both Evans and Johansson 
said they were appreciative of the 
space and felt NECC was going 
to bring serious aesthetic appeal 
to the highly anticipated sequel. 

Building crews are preparing 
to remove the tables from the 
courtyard and break the cement 
next Thursday in preparation to 
dig a giant crater in the center of 
campus. 

Campus administrators say 
that after the crater scene has 


SUEY 18. 


This is a joke. 


been filmed, the hole will be 
turned into a swimming pool 
available for use by students with 
swimming passes and sanctioned 
NECC swimwear. 

“T look forward to the filming 
and all of the revenue the filming 
will generate for the college,” 
said college administrator Lela 
Leterson. “But I am truly excit- 
ed for the installation of the new 
swimming pool.” 

“T really hope I get to interview 
Chris Hemsworth,” said Occult 
Editor Victoria Bilderback. “I am 
a huge fan of abs. I mean Chris.” 

NECC anticipates receiving 
4.5 million dollars from renting 
the courtyard space to Marvel. 

“T think that we should use the 
money we get to buy every stu- 
dent a hat,” said Barney Barnes, 
an NECC art major. “Hats are, 
like, so cool, and I think that we 
should all have one to show our 
school spirit and appreciation to 
our faculty for letting this deal go 
through. 

Other venues for the new 
Avengers movie include Kenoza 


lake, where a fight scene between 
Thor and numerous homogenous 
aliens will take place, and also at 
multiple Dunkin Donuts throug- 
out the area to continue the motif 
of bulky superheros eating aver- 
age food in small spaces. 

The city of Haverhill is also 
looking forward the the revenue 
and publicity that will be generat- 
ed by the locality of the set. 

“It’s gonna be great,” said lo- 
cal blue collar worker Steve Ste- 
venson. “We’re going to have a 
lot more money in the economy 
here, and it’s going to be great for 
my auto shop.” 

Samuel L. Jackson, who plays 
Nick Fury, will be giving next 
year’s graduation speech to stu- 
dents as a thank you to NECC for 
letting them film on campus. 

Campus administrators are 
concerned about potentional pro- 
fanities in Jackson’s speech, but 
plan to review his speech for in- 
appropriate content before deliv- 


ery. 
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It is a truth universally 
acknowledged, that a single 
school in possession of a 
good library, must be in 


want of a book-themed club 
By CuHaArLoTTE Lucas 
Correspondent 

Jane Austen enthusiasts at 
NECC have moved beyond the 
traditional book club styles of 
reading-and-discussing novels in 
regular meetings. 

The NECC Jane Austen Club 
are endeavoring to re-create the 
plots of Jane Austen novels in the 
setting of the Lawrence campus. 

“Tt’s quite a difficult endeavor, 
actually,” said Cathy Rosenblat, 
who insisted that she be credited 
as Caroline Bingley. “Not for the 
faint of heart.” 

The club meets twice daily in 
the Dimitry building, to coordi- 
nate plot points. As of April 1, 
Elizabeth Bennet has not official- 
ly met Mr. Darcy. 


Students and faculty find 
new bookstore milkshake 
machine enchanting 


Milkshakes bring 
whimsy to NECC 


By You, FROM THE FUTURE 
Dont drink the Strawberry 

NECC students, faculty and 
staff are sometimes suffering but 
mostly enjoying the random mag- 
ical effects produced by the new 
bookstore milkshake machine. 

“It was amazing,” said Cassi- 
dy Chartruse, freshman biology 
major. “I flew through the molec- 
ular structure of a cat. I’ve never 
had a more up-close view of mi- 
tosis in my life.” 

The machine, which was pur- 
chased from a mysterious cloaked 
figure with a thick accent of inde- 
terminate origin, outside the old 
abandoned factory, under a full 
moon, during the solstice, uses 
pre-packaged cartridges to make 
milkshakes with flavors such as 
Mystery Delight, Enchanted For- 
est, Darkest Dreams, and Straw- 
berry. 

“Darkest Dreams tastes like 
butt,” said Luke Ptolmey, “But 
the mind-reading powers it grants 
are awesome. Like, you’re think- 
ing about--” 

The milkshake machine 
moves, apparently spontaneous- 
ly, to different places in the book- 
store, and the prices of the shakes 
vary so that anyone can afford 
certain flavors. 

“J don’t know why it hap- 
pens,” says Evangeline Davey, 
“The register just changes the 


way it rings up sometimes, but 
only for some of the flavors. 

“Tt’s as if it wants certain peo- 
ple to drink certain milkshakes.” 

On Wednesdays, milkshakes 
are not available to purchase, 
which bookstore employees ex- 
plain is because “The machine 
gets angry.” The glass tints black, 
and a strange, gutteral noise em- 
menates from the depths of the 
blending mechanism. 

“Sometimes you just have to 
wait for it,” said Davey. 

NECC art major Shirley Coak 
went missing last Wednesday, 
when she attempted to purchase a 
milkshake despite the eee s 


increasingly aggressive protests. 

“J think it’s generally a good 
thing,” said Patricia Wizardson, 
a mysterious cloaked figure with 
a thick accent of indeterminate 
origin. “You know, sometimes 
people just need a drink, and they 
don’t care what sort of strange 
things happen to them.” 

So far, there have only been 
three confirmed fatalities as a re- 
sult of the machine. 


Condolences are. extended 


to the families of Burt Vernon, 
Douglas Insqueak, and the un- 
identified bloody mass from the 
grass-feeding incident. 
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Students are lining up for NECC’s delicious new milk- 
shakes and their magical properties. 
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By ABSURDER STAFF 
Spurk elevator to 


close for renovation 

The elevator in the Spurk 
building will be closed April 11 
through 15 for renovations, and 
will soon be able to access the 
secret second basement level of 
the building -- satisfying accessi- 
bility requirements and allowing 
students with disabilities access 
to NECC’s Occult program. 


Major electricity 
shortage caused by 
COG 


NECC’s Community Outreach 
Group dramatically increased the 
Haverhill campus’s electricity 
bill after leaving all the lights in 
TC-103 on all weekend following 
their special forum on electricity 
conservation in local buildings. 


Contemporary 
Affairs club to 
disband 


Following the recent an- 
nouncement that politics and ma- 
jor news events have been sus- 
pended worldwide until further 
notice, the Contemporary Affairs 
club has been disbanded. 

For the forseeable future, 
Wednesdays at noon in C-110 
will host the new cross-stitch so- 
ciety of NECC. 


Ostrich Farming 
to be offered in fall 


semester 


Students may now begin en- 
rolling for FRM-212, “Introduc- 
tion to Ostriches and their close 
relatives,” to be offered at the 
Riverwalk campus in fall 2014. 


New merit-based 
evaluation for 


financial aid 
Students will now be rated in 


eligibility for financial assistance 
based on merit, as defined by the 
amount of money they have. 

“People with more money are 
just better,” said Bertrand Vicars, 
NECC’s new financial aid czar. 
“They deserve all the help they 
can get.” 


Sedition outlawed at 
NECC 


An update to NECC’s student 
code of conduct has made it a 
penalty punishable by imprison- 
ment to speak ill of the school or 
its programs. 


Courtesy photo 


The ghost of the Carillon Bell Tower, pictured here with his 
pet cat, Alfonz. (Alfonz is invisible.) 
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A ghost spotted in 
bell tower, also 
ack 


Y VICTORIA BILDERBACK 
Occult Editor 

On Tuesday, April 1, a com- 
plaint was filed by an anonymous 
student that a ghost had been 
spotted in the bell tower that oc- 
cupies the center of the track near 
the Sports and Fitness Center of 
Haverhill Campus. 

The student had been out for 
a late night jog when the clock 
struck midnight. They stopped 
running because they had never 
noticed the bell tower before and 
watched as two small doors at the 
top of the tower opened. 

An effervescent man appeared 
at the base just above the clock, 
and extended one long, bony arm 
slowly, according to the student. 

“He had these hollow black 
eyes,” said the source. “And he 
was just staring down at me, all 
creeper like. It was weird. I think 
security should arrest him.” 

When the student was asked 
what they were doing on the track 
field at midnight, they declined to 
comment. 

Security claims that there is 
not a bell tower in the center of 
the track field, and that the Caril- 
lon Bell Tower is a large speaker 
system contained in building C, 
also known as Spurk building. 

During the daylight, it does 
appear that the center of the track 


field is just a stretch of grass. - 


However, upon returning at night, 
several students have reported 
that a monolithic bell tower has 
appeared. The name “Carillon” is 


arition in im 
on Tower 


emblazoned across it in early-Ve- 
gas style neon lighting. One “I” 
flickers ominously. 

“J just tend to ignore it,” said 
an anonymous faculty member 
who spends many late nights in 
Spurk building. “It makes a hum- 
ming sound that gives me head- 
aches, so I play my smooth jazz 
and focus on grading papers.” 

The ghost was happy to com- 
ment on his presence in the Caril- 
lon Bell Tower. 

“T just really like the atmo- 
sphere at NECC,” said the ghost. 
“There’s so much hope and hard 
work, and I love the energy. I am 
sorry if I scared anyone. There 
was a girl here the other night 
with one of her friends, and when 
I descended from my favorite 
spot to star gaze, the top of the 
tower, they screamed and ran 
away. It gets lonely, being dead 
and emaciated and having nihil- 
istic voids instead of eyes, but | 
try to keep a positive outlook on 
things.” 

The ghost says that he plans 
to remain in the bell tower as 
long as it continues to materialize 
around 10 p.m., and that he hopes 
after this interview students will 
find him more approachable and 
will keep him company. 

“I like to play cards,” said 
the ghost. “But you’ll have to 
hold my hand for me. And I’m 
a beast at monopoly. Not really, 
of course. I’m a ghost, not a de- 
mon.” He laughed, chuckling as 
if at a distantly remembered joke, 
and stopped responding to further 
questions as, over the next ten 
minutes, the sun rose through the 
bell tower window and he evapo- 
rated into the daylight. 


Mysterious 
stranger finally 


i deatified 


Following weeks of 
investigation, the 
identity of the 
mysterious stranger 


is now known 
By JoHn Dor 
Correspondent 


Several weeks ago, a mysteri- 
ous stranger was found wander- 
ing NECC’s Riverwalk campus. 
He was described as “Medi- 
um-height, with hair and several 
limbs.” 
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He was seen again last Tues- 
day, in C-115 of the Spurk build- 
ing, Haverhill. 

“We had no idea who this guy 
was,” said Kevin Finch, head of 
the NECC secret police. “It just 
didn’t make sense.” 

The. last time he was spotted, 
he was wearing “A wig, or pos-) | 
sibly his own hair,” according to. 
a witness who asked to remain 
anonymous. 

Finally, though, NECC offi- 
cials say they have confirmed the 
man’s true identity. His name is 


Continued on page 3 
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